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It may not actually be Spring yet, but the past few weeks of warm-
er temperatures have given us a reminder that it will be on its way 
soon.  We have reached the half-way mark of our school year and 
can both reflect on the first semester and look forward to the sec-
ond.    
With the completion of Semester 1 exam session, many of our stu-
dents got to experience their first real opportunity to write a high 
school course final.  They were optional and no-risk but still al-
lowed the students to show off what they have learned over the 
first half of the year.  COVID restrictions did not make it easy but 
the flexibility of the staff and students have made this exam ses-
sion a success.   
Looking forward to Semester 2 brings with it the hope of recovery 
from the Omicron wave and the growing optimism of finishing up 
another school year.  Our Grade 12s and our Grad Committee are 
preparing and planning for graduation and all the excitement that 
comes along with it.  Our Grade 9 – 11 students, along with the 
Grade 8s at the North Middle School, are starting to think about 
Course Registration for next year.  This planning, coupled with 
Teacher Assistant applications, Course Change requests, and the 
continuation of both basketball and wrestling seasons makes for a 
busy but positive time at the high school.   
 
 
Key Upcoming Dates:  

Course Change Requests:           
January 24th – February 8th 

Teacher Assistant TA) Applications:                               
January 24th – January 31st 

First Day of Semester 2: February 1st  
Semester 1 Report Cards: February 3rd  
 
 

Please continue to follow the AHS Daily Screening expectations 
and help us make this coming semester the best one yet! 
 
 
Yours in education,  

Susan Boyd, Principal Educator  

Colin Marshall, Associate Principal  

Dates to Remember 
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The FFCA Board is excited to welcome back Jenny Hill for another three-year term as 
well as the new Board members, Ketan Lakhani and Gopal Krishan Saini.  The new 
Board will be meeting in January for Board training and to assign roles and                  
responsibilities to the various positions and committees of the Board.    

The Board, in partnership with New West Public Affairs, continues to actively            
engage the Government of Alberta to influence the upcoming provincial budget to 
achieve equitable funding for our students.  Additionally, there has been more  
progress on the new North High School development as heavy equipment is now 
on site and the process of demolition and construction have officially begun!  

We always welcome and invite feedback and questions from our Society.  Please 
connect with us at board@ffca-calgary.com and join us at the next public board 
meeting on February 23rd  via Zoom at 6:30PM.  

BOARD UPDATE 

Finally, as we enter Semester 2 we have some staffing news to highlight.  We are very happy 
that Tanya Ahmed (Art 10, 20, 30), Chris Stockton (Drama 9, 10, 20-30 and Advanced Acting), 
Elaine Tsekouras (Social Studies 20, Business Education 35) and Kaitlyn Pryde (Math 20, 
World Religions 25/35) are all joining (or in some cases re-joining) the North High School this 
semester.  Additionally, Luc MacKay (Physics 20-30 and Science 20) will be joining us on a 
continuing basis moving forward. Unfortunately for our entire school community, saying hello 
to new staff sometimes means saying goodbye to others.  We would like to thank Jack Siu and 
Alex Giovos for all their hard work and care in teaching our students last semester. Additionally, 
Catherine Reichelt will not be returning at the end of her leave.  We truly hope our paths will 
cross again and we wish them all good luck moving forward.   

HELLOS  AND GOOD-BYES 

mailto:board@ffca-calgary.com
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Our Leadership 30 class, or as we call ourselves, The Big Brain Collective, set out to create our final projects, projects that 
would not only affect our marks but our entire school. This project could either go down as just a simple leadership assign-
ment: forgotten immediately after being executed with no real impact being made. Or, it could create a legacy and initiate 
something new. As grade twelves, we had an interesting perspective that the other grades don’t have - we experienced high 
school before the pandemic, and before the school split. 
 
 
As we discussed, we knew what we missed about grades nine and ten. We missed link crew, school dances, field trips, and 
being able to comfortably be around our classmates. 
 
 
We missed the school community as a whole. 
 
 
With this in mind, we knew that our main goal had to revolve around rebuilding this sense of community, working around 
the restrictions that the pandemic had forced us to put up with. We wanted to reignite the spark that students had before. So, 
we came up with the idea of WinterFest, which would take place over two weeks (the last week before winter break and the 
first week back to school). WinterFest was similar to Spirit Week, except based around the holidays.  
 
 
Our activities for WinterFest included Candy Grams, Dodgeball, Anything but a Backpack Day, Pajama Day, Lunchtime 
Movies, and a video presentation to sum it all up! Each of these activities had a very specific impact that none of us could 
have predicted. Candy Grams brought positivity among everyone. It served as a boost of confidence and self-esteem, as stu-
dents showed their appreciation for one another and the staff through buying Candy grams. With the semester ending so 
quickly, and with final assessments fogging up the minds of the student body, dodgeball was a fantastic way to unwind. It 
brought different grades together since intergrade communication had greatly decreased since the start of the pandemic. The 
divide had seemed to diminish as the games went on, one being between the grade nines and tens, and the other between the 
grade elevens and twelves. The movies, which took place before the winter break, brought in the joy of the holidays. We all 
had the opportunity to get into the winter spirit as a school community, which was a memorable experience. Anything but a 
Backpack Day and Pajama Day enhanced student creativity and self-expression. Coming together as individuals somehow 
brought everyone together as a group, as being able to celebrate each other's styles and ideas inspired everyone to branch 
out. The activities helped students bond with each other and interact with those who they may not know well. 
 
 
After hearing about the devastating loss of an FFCA student due to cancer, the entire school was deeply affected and in grief. 
The class wanted to highlight their support as a community and honour this student. So, we decided that all proceeds from 
our Candy Gram sales would go to Kids with Cancer Society. One of the greatest achievements we had with this WinterFest 
was raising 680 dollars from Candy grams and parent donations. This not only reaffirmed FFCA’s identity as a character 
school but exemplified the commonalities within the student body: our generosity, empathy, and integrity are our strengths.  
 
 
Our video, which can be found on the NHS School Talk page on edsby, summarized all of these events in a scrapbook 
theme. We hope that people go back to this video slideshow, like they would a photo album, reminiscing about the joyful 
moments they had. Except this time, with excitement for the FFCA student community’s future, rather than sentimentality 
for the past. Our WinterFest served as a gateway for students to see the potential in the future of this community. Our display 
of togetherness and compassion gives students the confidence and motivation to work towards rebuilding a sense of commu-
nity. We as a class were honoured to be able to leave our mark by fostering unity and giving back to the school. 
 
 
 

Sincerely,  
The Big Brain Collective Video Presentation Team                                                                               continued on page 4 

LEADERSHIP 30  
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Students Pictured: 
Abhijeet D 
Aniqa V 
Chloe C 
Gurmann B 
Jasmine L 
Jenna J 
Maxim K 
Qasim C 
Ravdeep C 
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UPDATE FROM CENTRAL OFFICE 
 

               Moving?     ***NEW INTERNAL TRANSFER PROCESS*** 

If your family is moving to a home that is outside the boundary of your child's current campus, 
your child may remain at that campus but you will be responsible for transporting your child to and 
from school. Bussing is not available outside the designated campus boundaries. If you require 
transportation, you will need to apply for an internal transfer to the campus designated for your 
new address. The deadline is March 1, 2021 to be considered for the 2021/22 year. If you would 
like to have your child on the internal transfer list for the 21/22, the process has changed. The 
transfer requests are now done through the Online Wait List system. Internal transfer Requests 
will precede all wait list students (including priority status and siblings). If the requested campus is 
unable to accommodate your student, he/she will still have a guaranteed seat at the current 
campus for 21/22. Please see the following link for the instructions to request a transfer on our 
new system.   
Please note:  

 transfers do not occur mid-year 

 transfers can only occur if a seat becomes available in the requested campus (possible 
wait of up to 6 years) 
we may not be able to accommodate all children in the same family 
 
https://www.ffca-calgary.com/important_information/admission_information/
internal_transfer_requests 

 
IMPORTANT:  LATE BUS NOTIFICATION ON EDSBY  
 
If your child rides the bus, please sign up for our new monitoring system. All the Southland buses 
have GPS units installed so you will be able to see where your child’s bus is at any point during 
it’s scheduled route. The code for your campus is available on Edsby. Please ensure you add the 
AM and PM routes if your child rides two-way.  
 
Please see the website for additional information and to register: http://www.mybusstop.ca/ 
 
 

ATTENDANCE:NOTIFY THE OFFICE  
 
When a child is going to be late or absent from school,  it is the parent/guardian’s 
responsibility to call the office and inform the office of the reason for the lateness/
absence before 8:00 am if possible.   In order to ensure accuracy on our end could 
you please spell out your child's first and last name.  Thank you. 
  
Please contact the office at 403-243-3316, Ext. #1001 or email 
sherri.codd@ffca-calgary.com 
 

https://www.ffca-calgary.com/important_information/admission_information/internal_transfer_requests
https://www.ffca-calgary.com/important_information/admission_information/internal_transfer_requests
http://www.mybusstop.ca/
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AHS Daily Screening Checklist  
 
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist  
 
These checklists have been developed to support schools in reducing the risk of transmis-
sion of COVID-19 among attendees and staff. They are meant to assist with assessing at-
tendees who may be symptomatic,  
or who may have been exposed to someone who is ill or has confirmed COVID-19. The Al-
berta Health daily checklist contains separate checklists for children under 18 and adults 18 
and over. 
 

Responding to Medical Needs 
 
We want to bring to your attention the updated FFCA’s Responding to Medical Needs, Ad-
ministrative Procedures.   Please note, it is the families reasonability to communicate to the 
school any medical needs your child may have and to advise the school how to properly 
respond to that specific condition.  Thank you for your support in keeping our students safe. 

 
COVID Reminders 
 
Students are recommended to bring at least 2 masks and a place to separately store 
cleaned and dirty masks (e.g. Ziploc bag, washable bag, etc.) each day  
Thank you for your attention to this matter.  
 

FFCA COVID Response Plan  

https://www.ffca-calgary.com/important_information/c_o_v_i_d-19_information  

If a man carried my burden, he would break his back. I am not rich, but I 
leave silver in my track? What am I?   
 
If you know the answer come to the office and be the first student to win a 
prize.  

SCHOOL FUN 

COVID REMINDERS 

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist
https://www.ffca-calgary.com/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=14172938
https://www.ffca-calgary.com/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=14172938
https://www.ffca-calgary.com/important_information/c_o_v_i_d-19_information
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DAILY SCREENING  
 
As always, keeping illness out of our campuses is our best strategy to prevent the spread. ALL 
students and staff must use the AHS screening checklist EACH DAY before attending FFCA and MUST 
stay home if not feeling well. Students are expected to use Edsby and/or Google Classroom to 
support independent learning while absent to prevent falling too far behind. 
At-Home Rapid Testing 
The Government of Alberta is providing five at-home rapid test kits per student. Some of our 
campuses have already received and distributed these to students. The remainder of these is 
expected to arrive and be sent home with students by the end of this week. Instructions for 
completing the rapid tests, including videos, are available here. There is no requirement for students 
to self-test, but it is recommended that they do so twice per week for the next 2 ½ weeks (unless 
they have previously had COVID, in which case they should wait six weeks before re-testing). One of 
the key benefits of rapid testing is identifying asymptomatic individuals who have COVID, so people 
should not wait until they are sick to test. Anyone who tests positive will be required to isolate in 
accordance with provincial isolation requirements. 
Positive test results are not required to be reported to your child’s campus, but parents are expected 
to inform their child’s campus if they will be absent from school for any reason. 
Note: Rapid Screening Tests are not as accurate as PCR tests. A negative result on a Rapid Screening 
Test does not mean that the person is not infected or could not become infectious. If a person has 
core symptoms and tests negative on a Rapid Screening Test, they must continue to follow all AHS 
guidelines by isolating until they have had confirmation of: 
a) a negative PCR test, or 
b) TWO rapid screening tests (24 hours apart) AND symptoms are no longer present, or 
c) 10 days have passed, AND symptoms are no longer present. 

 

IS YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION UP TO DATE? 
 
   
Communications between the high school and families are mostly done electronically. 
 
Please take a moment to ensure that all your contact information is correct on the 
Family Zone (re-registration system).  
 
Family Zone Link: 

GRADE 12– GRAD PHOTOS  

NHS Grad Photos:  
Friendly reminder that NHS Grad Photos will take place: January 27 and 28th .   
Please see Edsby to sign up ASAP. 

https://www2.ffca-calgary.com/myhome/familydefault.asp
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Hello Grade 11 Students,  

The University of Alberta is welcoming 20 lucky students with the opportunity to partici-
pate in the U of A Getaway experience.  The U of A Getaway is a whirlwind week-
end of exciting events where students will stay in residence, explore state-of-the-art fa-
cilities, learn about our 200+ programs, discover hidden gems on campus, and experi-
ence all the U of A has to offer. 
 
Attendees will join U of A representatives in Alberta’s capital city, Edmonton, where 
they’ll discover the U of A’s breathtaking North Campus, nestled atop the lush North Sas-
katchewan river valley and just steps away from the bustling Whyte Avenue district. 
Their adventure will include transportation reimbursement (up to a maximum based on 
location), accommodations, meals, and a jam-packed schedule of events. 
 
Who: Open to Grade 11 students throughout Canada 
When: May 27 - 29, 2022 
Where: University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta 
 
20 Grade 11 students will be selected for this unique experience. Students can learn 
more and apply at uab.ca/getaway. The application deadline is January 28, 2022.  

  

  

https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/gsby7xed_Q9kJKoUKuDGdBFBFhSssENYnEfiUuIzPCfFN0X3A85kPAIgyq7RiYgwd5ks3dapUcNxO2ND8vSVBYj64zK0ldpZB6_qZ1BTGlyiNiTdzOgPQ8YqOA9-LY9IQH9HenPKCGZPxFrg4bdjNxi_LdwIayDNkGEbJwoRnUnISdV3W3hjPduwG2O3SoynvnT0zA-bu5obLPF1t_Elcw/3h3/zIeHHz
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POST SECONDARY INFORMATION  

Hello grade 12 students,  

Although many Grade 12 students appear to have already completed post-secondary applica-

tions, some students may not have done this yet. If students are planning to attend a post-

secondary school in September, 2022, they need to quickly complete these applications. Here 

are some upcoming deadlines for applications:   

University of Calgary - March 1, 2022   

Mount Royal University - February 1, 2022 is the deadline for early admission and all Bachelor of 

Nursing, Interior Design, Midwifery, and Education applications.  Applications for other programs 

will be accepted on an ongoing basis until a program is declared full or until August 31, 2022.   

SAIT - applications are accepted until programs are full, but most selections occur in February or 

March. Students should apply as soon as possible.   

University of Alberta – March 1, 2022 for most programs.  

Open House:  St. Mary’s University will be having their Open House on Feb. 12th from 10:00 am 

to 2:00 pm (proof of vaccination/negative PCR test results are required for attendance). As of 

now, the Open House will be held in-person on our campus, but as we all know things have been 

for the last 2 years, these plans could change with rising COVID numbers. Please visit St. Mary’s 

University homepage for more information (https://stmu.ca/event/february-2022-open-house/)  

2022 | AUArts ShowOff! High School Student Art and Design Exhibition and Competition  
  
Deadline: January 31, 2022  
  
Go Ahead, ShowOff! Alberta University of the Arts is offering Grade 10, 11 and 12 students the 
opportunity to showcase their artwork in our annual 2022 AUArts ShowOff!, a juried exhibition 
of high school students' best art and design from across Canada .  
There are more than $20,000 in prizes to be won including the grand prize, "Best in Show" — an 
AUArts scholarship worth $5,000. That's nearly a year of tuition covered!  

Eligible students must be registered at a recognized Canadian high school in grade 10, 11 or 12 
for the academic year beginning September 2021. Students may submit work in any medium.  

To enter, submit images of up to three individual pieces of your original artwork, with detailed 
descriptions of what each piece means to you and how you created it, accompanied by a letter 
of recommendation from one of your teachers.  

Apply here: https://auarts.slideroom.com/#/login/program/64756/HuKxcEhCEH  

https://stmu.ca/event/february-2022-open-house/
https://auarts.slideroom.com/#/login/program/64756/HuKxcEhCEH

